
  

       
    

A Tradition of Violence 

50 Years of Deputy Gangs in the 
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department 



 

 
  

  
Why gangs and not: “cliques” Sheriff’s 

“Fraternities” gangs fit the 
“Subgroups” description 

.section 186.22. 

.california penal code. 

Criminal 
Gang 



  

   .section 186.22 .california penal code. 

1
Has a common 
name or 
identifying sign 
or symbol. 



   

  
  

  
 

 
 

2
Has, As one of 
its primary
activities, the 
commission of 
one of a long
list of california 
criminal offenses 

.section 186.22 .california penal code. 



   

  

   
 

  
  

3
Whose members 
have engaged 
in a “Pattern 
of criminal gang
activity” ...either 
alone or together 

.section 186.22 .california penal code. 



“Clique” 



  

Criminal 
Gangs 

Sheriff’s 
gangs fit the 
description 



   
  

 

   
 

  
 

 
 

  

   
        

  

Key
Highlights 
From: 

1
OVER THE PAST 50 
YEARS, At least 18 
DEPUTY gangs HAVE 
FORMED IN THE 
lasd. 

A Tradition of Violence: 
A History of Deputy Gangs in the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department 

2
Deputy gangs were involved In the 
deaths of at least 19 civilians. 
All were Four were 
men of color struggling with

their mental 
health 



    
      

   

     
      

LASD  
GANGS 
.com 

Los angeles County keeps a list of lawsuits 
related to deputy gangs. 

Knock la maintains a database of deputies 
alleged to be associates and tattooed 
members of deputy gangs. 

Litigation related to these cases has cost the 
county over $100 Million over the past 30 years. 



     

    
     

     
        

        

Officials at various government agencies, including: 

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
Office of independent review 
the Los Angeles County District Attorney 
The California State Senate Subcommittee 
on Police Officer Conduct 
The United States Commission on Civil Rights 
Have Heard Testimony on the violence inflicted on
communities at the hands of deputy gangs for decades.. 



   

    

There have Been: 
no Meaningful internal
investigations 
no Significant policy changes 
to address this issue 



    
   

There have Been: 
Patterns of deputy gang 
violence against community 
members 



     

  

 

Deputy Violence on the streets 
Raids 
Illegal Detainment and Arrests 
Physical Assaults 
Planting/Manipulating Evidence 



     
    

     

Deputy Violence on the streets 
Harassment of victims’ family 
members and members of the 
press 
Killings 



     
  

  

Deputy Violence in the Jails 
Beatings—sometimes to the 
point of death 
Rape 



     
  

   

Deputy Violence in the Jails 
Tasers to the genitalia 
Oc spray to genitalia, eyes 



 
     

    

     

        
    

There have Been: 
Patterns of deputy violence and 
harassment against other LASD 
personnel 
.Mockery on social media. .Falsifying Reports. .Denying Promotions. 

.Psychological Exams. .Placing Dead Animals on Personal and/or county property. 

.Threatening Murder. .Pointing GUns. .Drive By Shootings. 



   
   

  
    

POSTED ON IG: 
“Wanted to be a 
bandito… But I’ll 
Settle for the Rat 
Crew King” 



 

    
   

   
   

  
      

    

 

Case Study: How Deputy gangs Metastasize 

2010 Christopher Lee Wilder’s jaw is 
broken by deputy Jay Brown 
inside Men’s Central Jail. 

December 11, 2011 
Quan Jackson, who is 
Deputy Samuel Aldama beats Al-

incarcerated inside MCJ. 
Both are alleged to be a 3000 Boys associates. 



  

 

    
 

 
     

    
  

     

    

   

Case Study: How Deputy gangs Metastasize 

January 6, 2015 Brian Pickett Killed by deputies 
rene barragan, ryan rothrock
and others. 
All are alleged to be Spartans associates. 

Teshawn Gathier Shot by Jay 
April 10, 2015 Brown and others. 

All are alleged to be Spartans associates. 



   

 

 
  

  
    

   Case Study: How Deputy gangs Metastasize 

January 15, 2016 
orrego 
samuel aldama and mizrain 

beat and falsely 
imprisoned sheldon lockett. 
Both Deputies are tattooed Executioners. 



 

 

  
  

   
   

      

   Case Study: How Deputy gangs Metastasize 

March 16, 2016 Christian Medina Shot and Killed 

who shot Teshawn Gathier. 

By rene Barragan, who killed 
brian pickett—and Jay Brown, 

Both Deputies are alleged to be Spartans 
associates. 

https://knock-la.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Consuelo-Baraias-et-al.-v.-County-of-Los-Angeles-FIRST-AMENDED-COMPLAINT.pdf
https://knock-la.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Consuelo-Baraias-et-al.-v.-County-of-Los-Angeles-FIRST-AMENDED-COMPLAINT.pdf


     

 

 
 

   
    

   

   

Case Study: How Deputy gangs Metastasize 

August 25, 2016 

orrego 
samuel aldama and mizrain 

shoot and kill donta 
taylor. 

August 16, 2017 Kenneth Lewis Killed by 
Rothrock, 

Ryan 
Who also killed Brian 

Pickett. 



  

 

 
     

    
 

   Case Study: How Deputy gangs Metastasize 

November 2, 2017 Ricardo Cendejas Jr. Killed 
after he was seen by Deputy
Samuel Aldama and others 
holding gun at his home. 
Aldama is a tattooed Executioner. All are 
alleged Spartans associates. 



 

 
 

  

 
 

 
    
 

At least 

3 assaults 
1 non-fatal 
shooting 
5 deaths 
Across at least 3 
deputy gangs 

Jay Brown 

non-fatal shooting 

death 
Samuel Aldama 2 Assaults 

deaths 
Rene Barragan 2 deaths 
Ryan Rothrock 2 deaths 
Mizrain Orrego 1 assault 

death 

1 Assault 
1 

1 

2 
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LASD CULTURE: 
County contracts allegedly 
unfilled in Compton 
Brutal Assaults on Children 



 
    

     
 

       
    

 

      
      

     

LASD CULTURE: HUNTING 
Dep. Angel Reinosa described 
“Hunting” as Searching for an 
arrest statistic 
Utilizing minor violations in order to stop Many people were not aware of their 
a vehicle, prioritizing those driven by rights during traffic stops, and Reinosa 

says deputies would use that to their 
people of color. advantage 



  
     

    
   

   
   

    
    
   

LASD CULTURE: Killing Civilians 
Dep. Gregory Van Hoesen Killed 
16-year-old Anthony “AJ” Weber 
on February 4, 2018 
Los Angeles County Settled this for $3.75 time, 22-Year-Old 

On August 2, 2019, .Deputy.
.Van Hoesen Kills again.. This 

Jamaal 
Million, funded by taxpayers. Simpson. 



 
   

 
 

 

Lasd: 
Avoiding 
accountability 

Not adhering to subpoenas 
before civilian oversight 
commission 
Forbidding personnel from 
participating in commission 
meetings 
Cpra evasions 



  

 

 

    

Lasd: 
Avoiding 
accountability 

Cosmetic fixes (ex.
removing  insignias from 
station) 
Firings and re-hirings not
public 
Policies target new
recruits for deputy gangs 
and do nothing about
existing members 



Lasd: Double-Speak from Sheriff 
Avoiding Villanueva: accountability 

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1DfzzY0b3maRfOUKUvEFiH0XXxTJodaFN/view


 
 

 
  

   

 

  

 

 
  

 

Lasd: Leadership structure 
Ongoing 
Threats to promotes deputy gang 
public safety members and associates: 

.Lee Baca. .Paul Tanaka. .Cecil Rhambo. 

.Alex Villanueva. .Caren “Carl” Mandoyan. 

.Carrie Robles. 

Disregard of policies and 
mandates 
Media coverage 





 
   

   
 

     
  

Conclusions. 
These are deputy gangs 
Problematic personnel are 
retained, promoted 
Deputy gangs are a symptom of a 
larger corrupt culture 



LASDGangs.knock-la.com 

https://LASDGangs.knock-la.com
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