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Lisletown, Kentucky

Helen R. Harris
1852-1888



U.S. Freedman’s Bank Records, 1865-1875, Samuel Sumner, Acct #1183

Ancestry.com

Mills Sumner Jr., 1855-1916 Rachel Hodges, 1820-1913

Ancestry.com



The Atlanta Constitution
April 16, 1977, p 19, Newspapers.com

Reginald Washington



Findagrave.com

www.dar.org/library/research-gides/forgotten-patriots



“I think we need to recognize 
that if we can make history 

personal, find the connections 
with the public, we’ll be able 
to help them see the broader 
issues. Anyone who’s seen the 

great interest in genealogy 
recognizes there’s a 

thirst for history.”​

– LONNIE G. BUNCH III, 
SECRETARY OF THE 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

nmaahc.si.edu



FreedmensBureau@si.edu

@TranscribeSI @TranscribeSI



List of Suggestions
1. Establish an agency to administer and manage the eligibility processing. Connect 

that agency to the state archives and office of vital records to facilitate efficient 
access to records that assist reparations applicants.

2. Enlist public, state, and private libraries to conduct genealogy research workshops 
that help potential applicants trace their enslaved ancestry.

3. Create a committee to identify and survey the types of records most useful to 
African American genealogy and enslaved ancestry research.

4. Survey and publish a study on California African American genealogy and history 
resources. The survey would update previous surveys done by the Federal Writers 
Project and Works Projects Administration of the early 20th century.

5. Train a corps of African American genealogists, and genealogists of other ethnicities 
and cultural backgrounds to develop skills to research and compile documentation 
needed to trace African American lineage to enslaved ancestry.
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