Community of Eligibility:
Testimony on Lineage

Research of Enslaved
African Americans

Hollis Gentry
March 29, 2022




FREE
BLACKS

IR in SRR

NORFOLK, VIRGINIA

1S90~-1S60O

Lisletown, Kentucky

Old Stone Church

WHERE IN THE WORLD?
Lisletown, A Black Hamlet
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Following the Crvil War, the freed slaves faced daunting challenges. According to
one histonan, “After emancipation on December 13, 1865, Kentucky's 225,000 former
slaves were on their own. Literally overmight. tens of thousands of black Kentuckians were
scrambling for the basics of life in an often hostile environment.” Most had no money, no
housing, no land and no job. 5o many moved to the cities to find work that there was soon
a shortage of farm labor on post-bellum estates.

T attract workers, large landowners in the Bluegrass set aside tracts of 10 to 20
acres and gave away. rented or sold lots to those willing to work on their farms. Examples
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U.S. Freedman’s Bank Records, 1865-1875, Samuel Sumner, Acct #1183

Mills Sumner Jr., 1855-1916 Rachel Hodges, 1820-1913
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collecting and providing access to resources that support scholarship in African American history,

culture, and the African Diaspora. The Library also supports research in genealogy and family history.
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TRANSCRIBING THE FREEDMEN'S BUREAU PAPERS

Thank you for being a digital volunteer! It’s very important that this work is performed in a
standardized manner, so please make the effort to read and follow these instructions. Reach out to
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List of Suggestions

1.

Establish an agency to administer and manage the eligibility processing. Connect
that agency to the state archives and office of vital records to facilitate efficient
access to records that assist reparations applicants.

Enlist public, state, and private libraries to conduct genealogy research workshops
that help potential applicants trace their enslaved ancestry.

Create a committee to identify and survey the types of records most useful to
African American genealogy and enslaved ancestry research.

Survey and publish a study on California African American genealogy and history
resources. The survey would update previous surveys done by the Federal Writers
Project and Works Projects Administration of the early 20" century.

Train a corps of African American genealogists, and genealogists of other ethnicities
and cultural backgrounds to develop skills to research and compile documentation
needed to trace African American lineage to enslaved ancestry.
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