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Background

* Robin Semple is a Founding Member and Co-
President of The Richard B. Dickenson Chapter of the
Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society
(AAHGS), Staten Island, New York.

» Professional Genealogist certificate holder from
Boston University Metropolitan College’s Certificate in
Genealogical Research.

« Completed and holds a certificate from the GenProof
program which focuses on mastering genealogical
proof.

» Currently completing ProGen’s certificate program

» Graduate Certificate candidate in Forensic Genetic
Genealogy at the Henry C. Lee College of Forensic
Science at the University of New Haven.

» Research focuses on Virginia and Southwestern
Virginia.
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Recreating the Lives of the
Formerly Enslaved

* Local
* State In Search
* Regional Rg(;%g

« Census Records

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

e Courthouse Records

 Manifests

» Property Records

Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

 Wills and Probate Records

* Newspapers

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA



https://www.vanndigital.com/video-watch-finding-roots-feat-courtney-b-vance-gloria-reuben-stephen-king/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Who_Do_You_Think_You_Are?_(UK_TV_series)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Useful Collections For Researching Americans of
African Descent

» The Freedmen's Bureau Records (formally known as the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands)

* In the years following the Civil War, the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (the
Freedmen's Bureau) provided assistance to tens of thousands of former slaves and impoverished whites in
the Southern States and the District of Columbia. The Bureau was established in the War Department in 1865
to undertake the relief effort and the unprecedented social reconstruction that would bring freed people to full

citizenship.

« U.S., Colored Troops Military Service Records, 1863-1865
» Contains compiled military service records for the United States Colored Troops that volunteered to serve with
the Union in the American Civil War.

 U.S., African American Photo Collection, 1850-2000

« Cohabitation Register Records

« Cohabitation Registers provide critical insight into the formerly enslaved population’s family connections and
last slave owners. In many cases records found there among few documents to capture the marital
relationships of newly freed — formerly enslaved persons whose relationships dated back to their years of
enslavement. The information was provided by the formerly enslaved themselves and is likely quite accurate

to the best of their recollections.



Cohabitation Register For
Montgomery County, Virginia
Feb. 1866

Montgomery County Register of Marriages (Colored) Under Act of Assembly of Virginia; February 27, 1866

Accession 50157
Library of \Virginia
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Jonnson. % Pulaskl County. Va. bamer— Waller Preston County. V.~ Louisa Boane, 24 Pulaski County, Va. Counly.Va,  Preston Pug
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Lewis W Holmes

in the Alabama, Texas and
Virginia, U.S., Confederate
Pensions, 1884-1958



A Closer Look at
William B. Johnson
In The
1870 U.S. Census
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1870 U.S. Census For
Montgomery County,
Virginia
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William B. Johnson is listed
with his family. He is listed
as 3/12 which means he was
about 3 months old.
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Getting Beyond The 1870 U.S. Census

* |In 1850 and 1860, enslaved men, women, and children were not listed on the census
population schedules, nor were their names typically recorded in birth, marriage, and death
records or other go-to family history documents.

 Shift your attention to slave owners

» Manifests, property records, wills and probate records, manumission and emancipation
papers, and newspapers all may mention the enslaved
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Bryant Oxendine, Runaway

20 Dollars Reward.

ANAWAY from the subser'ber on the 8rd inst.
]{/ DRYANT OXEXNDINE, afree man-of color, whoe

1 waus sold at the Court lluune by an order of Conrt,
- and purchased by the subseriber. This i1s to forewarn
" all persons from harboring said Oxendine as the striet-

4 est pennity of the law will be enforced sgainst them.

[ will give the above reward for bis confinement in
. Juil so that 1 can get him,
l_ JOIN T. WRIGHT. .
. No doubt he will be found lurking in Robeson couns-
'ty a8 he has a mother tu th it county,

& B W
Nov. 9, 1R.T. S02-3¢




The Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS)

To reach a sound conclusion, we need to meet all five
components of the GPS.

Reasonably exhaustive research.

Complete and accurate source citations.

Thorough analysis and correlation.

Resolution of conflicting evidence.

Soundly written conclusion based on the strongest
evidence.
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Thank You!
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